
 
 

TRUCKEE TAHOE AIRPORT DISTRICT 
 INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO:    BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF     

FROM:    HARDY S. BULLOCK, DIRECTOR OF AVIATION & COMMUNITY SERVICES 
    

SUBJECT:   RUNWAY 02 / PREFERRED RUNWAY  

DATE:   APRIL 22, 2015 

ATTACHMENT: EXAMPLES 

 

The District is currently pursuing methods of influence to drive suitable aircraft operations onto runway 02, the 
north runway. This runway is 4650 feet long by 75 feet wide, asphalt grooved and has a single wheel weight 
capacity of 35,000 LBS, 50,000 dual capacity. It is lighted and marked as a non-precision instrument approach 
runway. It is equipped with a visual approach slope indicator (VASI) that guides pilots to the touch down zone 
on a 3.50 degree glide path. 
 
Airports typically utilize runways in a fashion that promotes safety and capacity. The FAA recognizes 
“preferred runway programs” at larger airports, typically commercial service airports. A preferred runway 
program designates certain operations for certain runways to accommodate departure and arrival sequencing, 
airspace restrictions, gate assignments, and field conditions such as construction and temporary closures. Some 
general aviation airports have preferred runway programs but more often they are called “calm wind runways”. 
A calm wind runway is typically designated by the airport operator to accommodate operational needs such as 
proximity to parking areas and FBOs facilities etc. This reduces unneeded taxi time and additional hazard if 
runway crossings are required for departure or arrival. Airports also commonly use calm wind runways to 
reduce overflight impact.  
 
In the case of KTRK we have runway 02 that is suitable for most light general aviation piston and turbo prop 
aircraft and some turbine aircraft. Aircraft always land into the wind. If the winds are calm, which is generally 
accepted as 0-5 knots without gust, then the pilot has a choice to use any runway. Because runway 11/29 is 
longer and wider it is typically picked as the first choice for departure. Much of the time, conditions at KTRK 
would be described as “wind calm”.  
 
It has been generally accepted by the Board of Directors that runway 02 for departures is less impactful than 
the common more frequently used alternate which is runway 29. Staff has made efforts to influence pilots to 
use runway 02 based on input from the Board. Language has been carefully chosen to avoid operational 
pressure in the safety of flight decision making process that occurs when a pilot chooses a departure runway. 
The airport always favors safety above all else and we make that very evident throughout our outreach 
collateral. 
 
Following is a set of current examples where staff is promoting the use of runway 02 to the pilot community. 
Additional promotional concepts require funding and staff has set aside budget amounts to accomplish this for 
FY 2015/2016. 

 



 
 
AIRPORT 5010 DATA AIRPORT MASTER RECORD (1.0) 
 
Working with the FAA, staff changed the remarks section to include a calm wind runway 02. Additional 
annoyance reduction and curfew information was added as well.  
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AIRFIELD SIGNS 
 
Staff created airfield signs that will be placed in 7 locations throughout the airfield promoting the use of 
runway 02. Currently efforts are underway to install frangible bases, pour concrete, and erect the sign mounting 
hardware. (2.0) 
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RACK CARD 
 
Staff developed a rack card to reach the pilot/owner/visitor crowd. It is directed not only to the pilot but also 
to the passengers. It highlights and promotes the use of runway 02. (3.0) 
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WHISPERTRACK 
 
We have been a Whispertrack customer since 2012. We currently promote runway 02 as the preferred runway. 
(4.0) 
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JEPPESEN FLIGHT DATA 
 
Staff has worked with Jeppesen, the global leader in flight data services to develop a “Qualification Page” for 
KTRK. This page typically denotes hazards for airports that require significant local knowledge, expertise, 
operational capacity, crew training, or equipment. Staff is currently working with Jeppesen to add a component 
to this product which describes the airports preferred routes to reduce annoyance and avoid residential 
overflight. The benefit of this product is that it is received by all who subscribe to the data service and is 
pushed down through the flight planning process to everyone who flies here to KTRK, the reach is incredibly 
wide. The difficulty is that airports are not currently allowed to place noise abatement procedures into the 
publication. We are working to overcome this. (5.0) 
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DIRECT EBLAST 
 
Staff subscribes to a data service provider for specific pilot, and aircraft owner email addresses. We recently 
started directly mailing these groups with airport specific information. This information includes safety and 
community annoyance information and references our calm wind runway request directly. (6.0) 
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THE FINER POINTS / FLIGHT CHOPS 
 
The Finer Points and Flight Chops are general aviation websites that promote aviation safety, training, 
technology, and fun. They have a wide reach, particularly in the Bay area where pilots who visit our airport are 
based. We entered into a sponsorship agreement to promote community awareness and our noise abatement 
procedures. Our hope is to speak at the upcoming Mountain Flying Training Seminar where we can spread the 
word about our noise abatement procedures, the calm wind runway 02, our safety hazards and other airport 
specific information. These organizations use social media, podcasts, eblast, and video. This use of these 
emerging mediums will help promote our information to the younger, newer, aviators and aircraft owners. (7.0) 
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