
From: Collin Butcher
To: David Diamond; Mary Hetherington; Rick Stephens; Teresa O"Dette; Kathryn Rohlf; Comments
Subject: Fee structure
Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 3:12:57 PM

Dear Board of Directors,

I am not able to attend today's board meeting, but would like to submit a comment regarding
the proposed user Fee structure.

Just over a year ago, you received a letter signed by 137 residents (since then the letter has
been signed by a total of 160 residents) asking that airport user fees be increased.  Our
community is no longer interested in subsidizing the luxury of the airport user group.  I
believe that the community tax funds should be reinvested into the community and used to
reduce noise and annoyance.

Article 24 of the FAA's Grant Assurances spells out that airport operations should strive to be
self sustaining on the fees applied to the users of the airport.  Furthermore, it states that FAA
grants should not be used to subsidize operations.  

From the FAA Grant Assurances
24. Fee and Rental Structure. It will maintain a fee and rental structure for the facilities and
services at the airport which will make the airport as self-sustaining as possible under the
circumstances existing at the particular airport, taking into account such factors as the
volume of traffic and economy of collection. No part of the Federal share of an airport
development, airport planning or noise compatibility project for Airport Sponsor Assurances
5/2022 Page 12 of 19 which a Grant is made under Title 49, United States Code, the Airport
and Airway Improvement Act of 1982, the Federal Airport Act or the Airport and Airway
Development Act of 1970 shall be included in the rate basis in establishing fees, rates, and
charges for users of that airport.

https://www.faa.gov/sites/faa.gov/files/airports/new_england/airport_compliance/assurances-
airport-sponsors-2022-05.pdf

Clearly, this has not been the case at TTAD where the operations budget is
consistently subsidized by property taxes and FAA grant funds.  It is time for the users of the
airport, to pay for the operations of the airport through their fees.

I have also included the FAA's "Principles Applicable to Airport Rate and Changes"

Principles Applicable to Airport Rates and Charges 1. In general, the Department relies upon
airport proprietors, aeronautical users, and the market and institutional arrangements within
which they operate, to ensure compliance with applicable legal requirements. Direct Federal
intervention will be available, however, where needed. 2. Rates, fees, rentals, landing fees,
and other service charges (‘‘fees’’) imposed on aeronautical users for aeronautical use of
airport facilities (‘‘aeronautical fees’’) must be fair and reasonable. 3. Aeronautical fees may
not unjustly discriminate against aeronautical users or user groups. 4. Airport proprietors
must maintain a fee and rental structure that in the circumstances of the airport makes the
airport as financially self-sustaining as possible. 5. In accordance with relevant Federal
statutory provisions governing the use of airport revenue, airport proprietors may expend
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revenue generated by the airport only for statutorily allowable purposes. 6. Fees imposed on
international operations must also comply with the international obligations of the United
States, which include the requirements that the fees be just, reasonable, not unjustly
discriminatory, equitably apportioned among categories of users, no less favorable to foreign
airlines than to U.S. airlines, and not in excess of the full cost to the competent charging
authorities of providing the facilities and services efficiently and economically at the airport
or within the airport system.

https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_compliance/media/airports-rates-charges-policy-with-
amendments.pdf

Thank you for your consideration, and I hope you'll vote to support our community.

Sincerely,

Collin Butcher
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