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Topic:    
                   

Tahoe Flying Club Authorization 

Purpose 
 

Information:  Guidance:  Decision:  
 

X 

Recommendation 
 

Staff recommends the Board of Directors authorize and recognize 
the newly formed Tahoe Flying Club as required by airport Rules 
and Regulations. 

Last Action 
 

None 

Discussion 
 

What is a Flying Club 
A non-commercial flying club is commonly defined as being one or 
more aircraft owned equally by more than five individuals, operating 
under by-laws, and being used for personal and not-for-profit use.  
The use of the aircraft is typically restricted to members only.   
This is different from an aircraft partnership both in the non-profit 
structure and the total number of members.  Insurance 
requirements typically define flying clubs when shared ownership 
exceeds five to seven members.  
Current Club Status 
The Club began exploratory meetings in July 2013 and currently 
has 15 to 20 local pilots and interested parties following its 
progress. Last month the Club decided there was enough interest 
to create a 501.C(7) and formally organize.  The next step is to 
seek official recognition and authorization from the Airport District 
Board of Directors.   
The main focus and goal of the club is to make flying as affordable 
as possible and introduce another option for local community 
members and pilots to utilize the airport.  While most of the 
potential membership is already flying aircraft at the airport, the 
club has generated some interest in inactive pilots in our 
community and a few others that would like to be social members 
(non-flying). The Club anticipates acquiring one aircraft, probably 
on lease-back, with10 to 12 active flying pilots.   
This is not a training club. They will encourage student pilots to 
complete their primary training at Sierra Aero or other flight schools.  
Touch and go activity would be limited to occasional currency 
flights by members. 
The Club has indicated to staff that they are committed to be a 
good neighbor and will have strict policies for membership to follow 
the Fly Quit Programs.  The club is considering a Cessna 172, 182, 
Piper Archer or Dakota or something similar.  The Club will look for 
options to install mufflers or other noise reduction equipment as 
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able and practical.   
Upon formal recognition from the Board, the Club would begin the 
aircraft search process and formally create a club structure with 
dues and fees.  Club membership will be available to anyone in the 
community.   
Required Board of Director Action 
Airport Rules and Regulations require the Board to authorize all 
flying clubs.   

3.7 All flying clubs must be registered and approved by 
the Board of Directors. A flying club is recognized as 
a plan for joint ownership of aircraft and the fair 
distribution of the cost of maintaining and operating 
such aircraft. Such operation is not considered to be 
commercial in nature when so operated. Flight 
instruction for club members is not considered to be 
commercial in nature so long as there is no profit, or 
for hire motive involved in the operation. The Airport 
Board of Directors shall determine if the operation of a 
flying club, or such similar organization, is 
commercial. If determined to be commercial, the club 
shall conform to the requirements set forth for 
commercial fixed base operations. 

 
In staff’s review of the Club’s intentions and organization, this is a 
non-commercial club.  Their goal is to pay the bills and keep flying 
as affordable as possible.  While some flight instruction will occur 
(flight reviews, currency training) there will be no for profit motive in 
doing such.   

Fiscal Impact 
 

When the club acquires an aircraft, it will likely be hangared 
resulting in over $4000 in revenue to the District. The Club will also 
likely purchase fuel and utilize maintenance facilities on the airport.  

Communication 
Strategy 
 

The Tahoe Flying Club began testing interest in membership earlier 
this year.  Upon recognition, the Club will do their own marketing to 
local pilots and the community.  The Club is interested in 
participating in community events and being involved in Airport 
public outreach projects as opportunities become available.   

Attachments Letter requesting recognition 
 

  Date of Board Meeting: October 17, 2013  




	TAB 8 - Tahoe Flying Club Staff Report
	TAB 8a - Tahoe Flying Club

